SHEPHERD’S VOICE
“Who do you say I am?”
Let’s welcome our Mission-Coop preacher this weekend.
The question posed by Jesus to his disciples could be addressed to us too: “Who do you say I
am?” Not what others say but you, who do you, say I am? For the past Sundays we have been
exposed to the identity and the works of Jesus: who is the one who multiplies loaves of bread, who
walks on turbulent waters, who breaks the boundaries that separate insider from outsider, who
heals even from a distance. This Sunday, through Peter we are privileged to hear and know that
“Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” What does it mean for Jesus as the Messiah? Messiah is savior,
the one who will establish justice on the earth, ready to serve and not to be served. He will be the one who will ensure
that the vulnerable of society will not be exploited, and will stand in their defense. The messiah is the one who will
usher in the kingdom of peace and therefore its primary implication to me is: I commit to the practice of peace, to
the mission of the Messiah who will refashion us into a holy nation and I open myself to this transformation.
Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Messiah led him to the great responsibility entrusted to him by Jesus: “You are
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
What Peter received was a mandate that reflects back to what we have in the first reading when Eliakim was chosen to
be the new master of the palace of the king. The robe, the sash are probably official garb that mark the office. The act
of clothing Eliakim in this ceremonial attire symbolizes his being clothed with the authority of his new position. Three
metaphors characterize it: father of the people, key to the house, and tent peg. With father metaphor he is given
jurisdiction over all the people of the southern kingdom. The key to the household is a symbol of full authority; not only
does this person control the goods of the household; he also decides who comes in and who goes out. Just as a tent
peg holds the structure in place, so the one in this position guarantees the stability of the household. Finally the
prestige of this position will bring honor to the house of his father, meaning his entire family.
Authority goes with responsibility. Knowledge of Jesus leads to service. Our appropriation of the person of Jesus
corresponds to our way of life. What is entrusted to Peter is not only true to the leadership of the institutional church
but to the life of every believer. Peter had the key to open for those who are out to be in, and close the gate of the
kingdom for all who are in to be safe and secure. Have we ever thought that by the way we live, the way we relate to
one another, we either shut off others from entering the gate of the kingdom of God or welcome even outsiders to the
kingdom of God by making them feel welcome in our church?
Let us ask the Lord to make us become like solid rocks – committed and well-motivated - that make our church truly
become the church that Jesus intended to be. Amen.
God Bless,
Fr. Roni Villamor

COMMUNION FOR THE HOME-BOUND

We want to be sure that all in the parish who cannot come to Mass because they are elderly or ill have the opportunity
of the sacraments. Please turn in this information for a family member, a friend or a neighbor.
Name __________________________________________

Phone # __________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________
Name of Person Requesting _________________________________ Phone # _________________
Please return this information to the parish office. Use one of the following ways:
a. Fill it out and put it in the collection basket.
b. Fill it out and bring it to the parish office.
c. Call the parish office at 985-693-3433 to give information.

